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But September is the month when it really lets its hair down. This year’s Festival Cairns is 

bigger and better than ever, with a broad range of concerts and shows and art exhibitions and 

myriad other events, catering for all tastes and age groups. Peruse and make your choice…

Festival Cairns - Overview
• Young Talent Time

For the first time in Festival Cairns’ history, Events NQ will 

bring together young music artists and performers from 

North Queensland to perform in a back to back music and 

performance festival.DATE: 27th August
TIME: 2pm – 8pmVENUE: Cairns Esplanade, eastern side of the Lagoon

ADMISSION: Free
PUBLIC INFORMATION: Phone Events NQ on 4053 4577 or 

call Donna Anderson on 40539111.

email: foodandwine@eventsnq.com.au
• StorytimeStorytime events will take place at 10:30am at regular intervals 

throughout the Festival at various Cairns Library branches. 

Stories will be read by a number of local personalities including 

Taipans head coach Alan Black plus many more.    

DATE: 29th - 31st August & 5th, 6th, 7th, 12th, 13th September

VENUE: Smithfield, Babinda, Earlville, Gordonvale, 

Manunda, Edmonton, Stratford, City

ADMISSION: Free
PUBLIC INFORMATION: Contact Christie Jones at Cairns 

Libraries on 4044 3742• Carnival on Collins
Carnival on Collins for Father’s Day Sunday is a must-do event 

on the festival calendar, with a day-long program of eclectic 

and inspiring entertainment and activities played out amidst 

the city’s lush botanic precinct, incorporating Flecker Botanic 

Gardens, Tanks Art Centre and Collins Avenue itself.

Visitors of all ages can indulge in the full range of activities, 

entertainment, workshops and market stalls purveying 

a wide variety of local arts and crafts, food, tropical plants 

and lifestyle products, whilst the sound of street performers, 

wandering minstrels and live music fill the air, making this a 

day the whole family will remember.
DATE: 3rd September

VENUE: Collins Avenue, Flecker Botanic Gardens & Tanks 

Art CentreADMISSION: Free 
PUBLIC INFORMATION: Contact Jonathan at Tanks Art 

Centre on 4032 2349• The Rotary Duck Race
The Rotary Duck Race is a major event of Festival Cairns 

which has been in operation for the past three years raising 

much needed funds for local charities. Each year as part of 

Festival Cairns up to 12,000 yellow and blue plastic ducks are 

tipped out of a massive net set high up in the sky above the 

Lagoon on the Esplanade in the Cairns CBD and are dumped 

via crane into the water. The ducks race their little hearts out 

to the finish line as thousands of dollars worth of prizes are 

on offer for the winners, so it is an event not to be missed. 

DATE: 16th September 
VENUE: Esplanade Lagoon

ADMISSION: Free
PUBLIC INFORMATION: Dave Kirchner & Sally Dixon 0412 

412 989 or 40330254.

• Tropical Wave Festival
The one-day multicultural community event will highlight and strengthen the 

fabrics of cultural diversity through contemporary and cultural entertainment, 

international food stalls, traditional arts and craft displays and children’s workshops 

within a tropical village setting with traditional huts.

DATE: 16th September
VENUE: Fogarty Park

ADMISSION: Free
PUBLIC INFORMATION: Contact Olive Tau Davis on 4041 7699

• Lantern ParadeHundreds of handmade lanterns created by local artists, children and community 

groups will form a magnificent spectacle during, Hear Us Roar, Carnival on Collins, 

Reggae Town, and the Festival Finale.
DATE: 27th August 

VENUE: Lanterns will be on display at various times 

throughout the Festival.
ADMISSION: Free

PUBLIC INFORMATION: Contact Melissa Robertson on 0412 570 701

• Backdrop Festival 2006
Backdrop Festival 2006 sees the return of Tropical North Queensland’s largest 

celebration of youth culture, with 12 hours of entertainment pumping out across 

three arenas and resonating through the rainforest surrounds of the Tanks Arts 

Centre.

Featuring top notch headlining acts from across Australia as well as showcasing the 

best in local talent, Backdrop will be a true multi-arts festival with music, performance 

artists, dancers, live vision mixing, a street art exhibition, circus performances, skate 

demo’s, market stalls, décor and a few very special surprises!

DATE: 26th August
VENUE: Tanks Art Centre, Collins Avenue, Edge Hill

ADMISSION: TBA
PUBLIC INFORMATION: Contact Cameron at Tanks Art Centre on 4032 2349

• Lexus of Cairns “Jazz Under the Stars”

Once again Friends of the Botanic Gardens are proud to present Lexus of Cairns 

“Jazz Under the Stars” in the beautiful setting of our Botanic Gardens.
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Australia don’t miss thDATE: Saturday 2nd Se
VENUE: Fogarty Park• Wickety Wak Australia’s zaniest entertai

some of the world’s most n
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Featuring all of the original liDATE: 6th & 7th September 

VENUE: Cazaly’s Football Club

ADMISSION: $43.00
PUBLIC INFORMATION: For m• Femme FataleFemme Fatale Jazz will showcase t

backing bands and 12 female lead v
DATE: 8th September

TIME: 6:00pm – 12:00pm
VENUE: Tanks Arts Centre

ADMISSION: $20.00
PUBLIC INFORMATION: Contact Marg

• Reggae TownListed in the top 10 events in Australia

Reggae Festival – Live Roots, Dub, Ska, Da

Reggae, Party.
Delicious food and separate bar areas availab

DATE: 9th September 
TIME: 11am - 11pm

VENUE: Tjapukai Aboriginal Cultural Park

ADMISSION: $40 at door (less pre-sold)

Under 12 Free

Cairns is a year round party town...

The Gate     Monday 7th August 2006 1

Festival Cairns 2006 – an overview

News, reviews, interviews

Tick    it g
uide

Issue No. 01    Monday 7th August 2006

your portal to Cairns

The Gate     Monday 7th August 2006 13

CAUGHT on CAMERACAUGHT on CAMERA
Opening Night of the Panther BarIt was a wild and alcohol fueled night with plenty of normally vertical people reclining into a bendy-legged haze.

paparazzi

Brian Tims & Paul Reynolds

Edward Pike & Rob Anker

Rachel Smith & Steve Jenkins

Suzie Greg & Tamara Rae

Alfred Schnecker & Gergie Graham

Bob Craig & Harrison Ford

Who was

this fortnight?

Kenny Smith’s CD LaunchKenny’s soulful new album brought out the cream of Cairns’ artistics socialites to celebrate his efforts.

Brian Tims & Paul Reynolds

Edward Pike & Rob Anker

Rachel Smith & Steve Jenkins

Suzie Greg & Tamara Rae

Alfred Schnecker & Gergie Graham

Bob Craig & Harrison Ford

Is this you in the red frame?You’ve been framed!Call The Gate on 4051 1777 for this weeks free photo CD. 
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